C S'bi 

'A ^ -P 

ICAYUNE, NEW ORLEANS, 


S- 


How to Keep Well 


genetic 
Mutation 
Is Studied 

To the limit or space, Questions 

pertaining to the prevention of 

s?.s tin 

jsss-’hiBSS" nS ' n .». T nr 
w- t,n prMtSb» W Ior ttffo HESS 

Bv DR. T. R. VAN DELLEN 

(O, 1968, by The Chicago Tribune) 

Are changes in the chromo- 
somes responsible for criminal 
behavior? To be specific, we 
refer to the abnormal XYY 
chromosome pattern and its re- 
lationship to insanity and de- 
ranged behavior. Dr. D. S. Bor- 
gaonkar of Johns Hospital uni- 
versity studied thousands of 
men in prisons and mental in- 
stitutions in our country and in 
Europe. He found 100 XYY pos- 
sibilities. 

An XX pattern is normal for 
a woman. One X is inherited 
from her mother, the other 
from the father. Men have an 
XY pattern; the Y from the 
father. One man in 300 has a 
genetic mutation, the so-called 
supermale pattern— XYY. Dr 


Borgaonkar noted that many of 
these individuals were very 
tall, gangly, aggressive social 
misfits with a low IQ. But he 
also found a dozen or so of 
average height with a high in- 
telligence quotient. Tests in- 
volving a number of tall bas- 
ketball players did not yield a 
single XYY. 

Additional research will be 
needed to determine how many 
supermales (XYY) are normal, 
law-abiding citizens or whether 
the trait creates a psychiatric 
misfit. 

The legal implications will be 
interesting, especially when an 
XYY carrier commits a bizarre 
crime. His lawyers will find it 
easier to plead Insanity. I 

understand that the XYY 
anomaly in an Australian led to 
his acquittal on a murder 
charge when he was ruled 
legally insane. Richard Speck, 
the convicted murderer of eight 
Chicago nurses, has the XYY 
pattern. No doubt, this will 

come up when his death 
sentence is appealed. 

XXX could be the female 
counterpart of the male XYY 
pattern. It is very rare, and the 
few women witfi this abnor- 
mality were mentally retarded. 
As a rule, the greater the 

number of X chromosomes, the 
more severe the mental re- 

tardation. 


